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in any case only be carried by the most judicious
steersmanship and by the most extraordinary blending
of courage and caution ; and Lord Grey knew very
well that with Brougham as an ungracious critic the
measure could not be carried at all. Even as it was,
some intimation seems to have got to Brougham that
there was a delay over his appointment, and at first
he seemed disposed to take offence and decline to
hold any manner of office in the new administration.
But Lord Grey contrived to get over Brougham's
objections, as he had previously got over the objec-
tions raised by the King, and it was soon made
known to the world that Henry Brougham, Harry
"Brougham as he was more usually called, was to be
the new Lord Chancellor of England.

The other appointment in which great public
interest was felt, although of a very different kind,
was that of Lord John Russell, afterwards Earl
Russell. Lord John Russell was regarded as a man
of the most brilliant promise. He belonged to one
of the great historic families of England, a family
which had during successive centuries written its
name in the English annals. As a boy, he had sat
at the feet of Fox ; and he was always a close friend
of the Irish national poet, Thomas Moore. The
writer of this book has often seen Moore's portrait in
its place of honour in the house of the late Countess
Russell, Lord John's widow. Russell had a genuine
love for literature as \vell as for politics, and every
literary man of his time was made \velcome in his
house. He had acted as private secretary to the
Duke of Wellington during the Peninsular War, and